DeMenil House Investigation

January 30, 2010

Investigation start time: 18:15 hours

Investigation end time: 21:30 hours

Temperature Sweep of Entire House

Double Parlor temp 71-72

Library 68-70 and dining room

Drawing Room temp 64-66

Upstairs Rooms including Attic-60 -63

Dressing Room/Childs Room 53-57
Nicholas/Alexander’s Room: 52-56
Investigation Areas:

Library:

EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used.

Sitting Room:

EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used.

Dining Room:

EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used.

Front Entry Stairs:  

EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used

Attic:  

EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used

Mrs. DeMenils Room:  
EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used

Basement and Underground Storage near Tunnels:

EVP session conducted, photos taken, tuner used

Investigation

Mrs. DeMenil room high EMF and KII hits, near the bed, and throughout room, we were informed that the this room is above the Double Parlor in central location area and that ceiling heaters had been installed in the ceiling so the hits are related to that power source. 58.1 No change in temp anywhere in the room. 

Nichols and Alexander’s room temp readings 55-57 no KII hits

Nichols and Alexander’s room EVP -male voice captured. Nichols and Alexander’s room EVP captured, KII hit in room at the time of EVPs.
Nichols and Alexander’s room EVP captured (Forrest and Julie, Debbe whispered voice possible a woman.

Hallway near Mrs. DeMenil room EVP captured, Debbe stand near door to Mrs. DeMenil room, leaning against frame of door and feel a cold spot behind her temp by Julie indicts a temperature fluxuation, no breeze from door behind about 6 feet.  Debbe indicts she feels a cold breeze on the back of her neck. Captured EVP in Hallway Mrs. DeMenil’s room EVP captured.
Hallway upstairs no KII indicted or EMF indicted.
Investigation Attic where portrait was buried in the floor boards by Henri Challition:
Tuner used and EVP’s captured during session. Equipment: Tuners, Recorders, KII and EMF Ghost Box. Tuner was placed on stair and tuner placed by window next to Julie.
While in the attic conducting investigation this is the location, it is reported to team by Edna, of the painting that was found in the attic of Henri first wife. Further investigation using Silvana to speak in French and English using the tuners as a form of communication, on numerous occasions a clear yes and no answers indicted on tuners by using red for yes and green for no…the spirit seemed to only want to communicate with Silvana. 
During the investigation Debbe had the ghost box set on white noise channel 520 and set it about 2 feets away wit recorder next to it…at about 24 mins into the investigation Debbe thought she heard laughter and upon further investigation picked up the ghost box to find the settings were now are 1620 station.  Possible paranormal activity with the manipulation of the of the ghost box.  Ghost box turned off.

Tuner responds to question asked, male between 30 and 40.  14 mins into investigation temp in the attic drops to 59-60 and holds steady. Silvana seems to be the spirit point of interest and is responding to her voice and questions. The area near and around Silvana is much colder.  While trying to get the tuner to light up red for the first letter of their Christian name the letter H was indicted and it was determined the name once said was Henri.

When Silvana asked the question can we take your picture tuner answer 2 times at green for no? Notes temp change around tuner was 58 to 57 degrees. Room temp 60.3.

Alex and Nichols:
Equipment: Tuners, Recorders, KII and EMF Ghost Box

Tuner on mantel and bed. (Door to room closed) Ghost box not used. Photos taken in room.

Tuners test for voice distance. Questions ask, and tuner box indicted a male. and female possible presence.
EVP captured saying there are two, in that same time frame a thumping like boots on the floor are throughout next EVP captured. (Notes: Nicholas/Alex loved to rock in his rocking chairs could this be thumping of the rocking chair?)
 EVP captured of a response two clear taps. EVP captured “why” and EVP captured “I just miss you.”  Male voices.
Additional Notes:  During the investigation of Mrs. DeMenil room, the team heard what sounded like bed springs, as if someone sat on bed, KII hit on the bed, but the bed in the room is made of boards no springs. 

Additional point about the sound of bed springs, which we all heard in Mrs. DeMenil bedroom.  Bedsprings were originally invented around 1857, and would have been used in the best homes -- they were considered quite modern & probably were expensive.  This was not an inner-spring mattress, but rather a frame made of coiled springs (in the bed frame, under the mattress, where you would expect wooden slats.) According to a contact through DeMenil house, a Doug Harding researched the idea of coil spring bed frames. He indicted they were definitely in use by the civil War era.  They went out of style some time in the mid to late 20th century.  

The sound is unmistakable on the EVP captured, the bed & the creak of the springs is very different from what you would hear if you sat down on a box-spring mattress.  There's a kind of "creak - sproingggg" sound, which was what we all heard in the room.  

In any case, when pressing down hard on the bed I heard the creak of the plywood, which to my mind sounded very different from the "spring”, was heard twice earlier in the evening during Edna's conversation with Mrs. DeMenil.
Conclusion:
Based on evidence collected during the investigation, there seems to be some paranormal activity.  Due to the number of people in the house at the time of this investigation, some of the Audio had been contaminated.  CCPRS feels another controlled investigation should be conducted under more controlled setting with less number of people in each room.
It is also the opinion, that sometimes as paranormal investigators, we must put aside our quest for collecting evidence to pause to those who care and work inside these beautiful homes everyday.  Sometimes the client needs validation to the experiences they have had over the years.
The experiences during this investigation had been validated for our client.  The communication between those who loved the house had been established, both for the client and the spirits within.
